Edo / Tokyo

Where the Past Meets the Present
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What was it like to live in Edo?
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Edo is the former name of Tokyo. The Edo period was an era of peace and stability
under the Tokugawa shogunate, which was established in 1603, following the turbu-
lent Sengoku (Warring States) period. As the political and cultural center of Japan,
Edo (present-day Tokyo) became the world’s largest city with a population of over
one million people by the early 1700s. From samurai to common folk, all enjoyed a
lifestyle enriched by festivals, entertainment, and craftsmanship. From kabuki and
ukiyo-e to a diverse food culture, traditions that blossomed in this era have been
passed down to modern Japan, and today are found everywhere in Tokyo. Knowing
a bit about these historical origins makes visiting the modern metropolis even more
enjoyable. Come on a journey to the crossroads of Edo and Tokyo!
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Keywords of the Edo Period IFE{tDF+—7—F

The era of military rule known as the Tokugawa shogunate was established
MLSLEREN in 1603 by its first shogun, Tok | G tered around
Shogunate in y its first shogun, Tokugawa leyasu. Governance centered aroun
the samurai maintained stability for 15 generations over roughly 260 years.
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n Sensoji Temple
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Believed to have been founded in 628, this is Tokyo's oldest temple.
During the Edo period, the lively community of pilgrims made it the heart
of a dynamic culture. The Sanja Matsuri Festival, held in Asakusa every
May, is also famous.
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© Sensoji Temple

H Ryogoku Kokugikan
B EEXEE MAP 1:C2
This stadium is used for professional sumo wrestling. The once favorite

pastime of common folk in the Edo period is today Japan’s national
sport. Learn about the history of sumo at the Sumo Museum.
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Entertainment from Edo to Today -

BRICRTHINZTIEDIRE

Where the Past Meets the Present
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Kabuki X {%

In the Edo period, the traditional performance art of kabuki grew
to become a popular form of entertainment for the masses. The
gorgeous costumes, distinctive makeup, and dynamic movements
of kabuki plays often dramatized real events. The popularity of
kabuki actors rivaled that of “idols” today.
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Sumo #H# O d ™
Now considered Japan’s national sport, the traditional martial art of i S

sumo began as a religious ritual. At Ekoin Temple in Ryogoku,
sumo events were once held frequently, and people enjoyed the
exciting and powerful matches. Ryogoku Kokugikan remains one of
the greatest venues for these iconic bouts.
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Ukiyo-e, a uniquely Japanese style of woodblock print, became popular in ¥ (e
the Edo period. These works vividly depict the lives of common people, 1) N
famous landscapes, beautiful women, kabuki actors, and more. b me
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H Ueno Park
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Explore museums, art galleries, a zoo, and more at this park. Also home
to many sites from the Edo period, including Kaneiji Temple, a sacred
place connected with the Tokugawa shogunate; Toshogu Shrine, dedicat-
ed to Tokugawa leyasu; and Shinobazu Pond.
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Kanda-jinja Shrine (Kanda Myojin)
B4t (49 BB$) MAP 1:B2
Enshrining the guardian deity of Edo, this shrine is known for its grand

Kanda Festival, held every two years and recognized as one of the "Three
Great Festivals of Edo."
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E GINZA KABUKIZA
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A specialized theater for kabuki, a traditional performance art dating back
to the Edo period. Originally opened in 1889 during the Meiji period, the

current building is the fifth on this site. Inside, you'll find kabuki-related
galleries and souvenir shops.
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n Imperial Palace
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During the Meiji Restoration in the late 19th century, Edo Castle became
the Imperial Palace, and part of the grounds were opened to the public
as a park. Traces of Edo can still be felt in the stone walls, moat, and
castle gates.
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Nihonbashi
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Centered around Nihonbashi Bridge, the start point of Japan’s Five Main
Roads, this area flourished as a merchant town full of fish markets and
kimono shops. Today, these streets are lined with prestigious depart-
ment stores and traditional craft specialty shops.
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© Tokyo Tourist Information Center
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The five Tokyo Tourist Information Centers in the city provide
all you need to know for your trip. Find out about unmissable
sights, how to get around, and recommendations for the hest
ways to spend the day. A wide selection of tourist brochures
and maps are also available here.
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Also, get original stamp designs exclusive to Tokyo Tourist
Information Centers! Collect them all to remember your trip!
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n Hie-jinja Shrine
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Dedicated to the guardian deity of Edo Castle and revered by the Tokugawa
shogunate, this shrine hosts the Sanno Festival, one of the "Three Great
Festivals of Edo," in alternating years with the Kanda Festival.
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n Zojoji Temple
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Zojoji Temple is known as the family temple of the Tokugawa family, and
its majestic Buddha statue and Sanmon Gate still remain today. Enjoy a
truly iconic view of the city with the main hall set against the background
of Tokyo Tower.
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m Hama-rikyu Gardens
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Once a villa of the Tokugawa family, this renowned garden is one of the
finest examples of Edo-period landscaping, distinguished by its tidal

pond fed with seawater. Enjoy matcha green tea and Japanese sweets at
the teahouse in the center of the pond.
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m Rikugien Gardens
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A feudal lord's garden designed by Yanagisawa Yoshiyasu, a key figure
in the Tokugawa shogunate. The delicate, tranquil landscape is inspired
by the world of Japanese waka and Chinese poetry, and is famous for
spring cherry blossoms and autumn foliage.
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m Sumida River
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In the Edo period, the Sumida River was vital for water transport and also
popular for pleasure boating. Even today, visitors can board water buses
and traditional yakatabune houseboats. The Sumida River Fireworks Festi-
val every July is a long-standing tradition dating back to the Edo period.

IR DOKEZ R ZARDAECICE C7BEI.SHKENX
PEXMERLD X T 7TAOBENTEAARITIFERH Skt
<EFIFTE.

@Tokyo Metropolitan Government (Main Building No.1, 1F)
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©Busta Shinjuku (Shinjuku Expressway Bus Terminal, 3F)
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©OHaneda Airport (Terminal 3, 2F)
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@ Tokyo Navigation Al EDO
RRFTEF—3vAIEDO

Our Al Concierge provides tourism information, including
recommendations for sightseeing spots in Tokyo.
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EDO TOKYO MAP

Explore the Edo period through our interactive website linked to
this map!
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Welcoming Environment Promotion Section, Tourism Division,
Bureau of Industrial and Labor Affairs, Tokyo Metropolitan Government
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All information contained in this guidemap is accurate as of October 2025.
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Asukayama Park
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First opened in the early 18th century for the pleasure of the public by
Tokugawa Yoshimune, the eighth shogun, this park remains a famous
cherry blossom spot. The many attractions include three museums,
gardens, and a one way two-minute self-propelled monorail ride.
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Odaiba Marine Park

& 535758 2E MAP 1:C4, MAP 2:E2

In the late 19th century, six artillery batteries, known as “daiba,” were
built to defend Edo. See the remains of the cannons at Odaiba Marine
Park along with a stunning view of the city.
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Fukagawa Area /

Tomioka Hachimangu Shrine
Z)I| - ZB/\WES MAP 1:C3, MAP 2:E2
Dating back to the Edo period, the retro downtown area of Fukagawa is
famous for the Fukagawa Hachiman Festival at Tomioka Hachimangu
Shrine, one of the “Three Great Festivals of Edo.” Among many other
attractions are Japanese boat cruises and the traditional dish made with
asari clams, Fukagawa-meshi.
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m Jindaiji Temple
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Founded in 733, the temple grounds are dotted with stately structures such
as the Main Hall and the Shakado Hall. Shakado houses the oldest Buddhist
statue in eastern Japan, designated as a National Treasure. Nearby, visitors
can enjoy the area’s famous soba noodles made with fresh spring water.
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Mt. Takao
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With a summit of 599m, this hiking spot is fun even for beginners.
Revered as a sacred mountain centered around Yakuoin Temple, Mt.
Takao became a popular pilgrimage destination for commoners during
the Edo period.
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Edo-Tokyo Open Air

Architectural Museum
SIPRFE-THDE MAP 2:D1
This open-air museum features relocated, restored, and preserved
historical buildings from the Edo to mid-Showa period (mid-20th centu-

ry). Stroll through the natural landscape of the grounds and get a sense
of what life was like long ago.
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m Inokashira Park
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This lush park surrounds Inokashira Pond, once a vital water source for
the city in the Edo period. Adjacent to the park is Inokashira Park Zoo,
where visitors can encounter a diverse range of animals and aquatic life.
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20 Tokyo Metropolitan
Edo-Tokyo Museum
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Through a variety of models and exhibits, this museum makes it easy to
understand how ancient Edo became modern-day Tokyo.

*Scheduled to reopen on March 31, 2026.
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Explore Tokyo: Recommended Routes
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History and Culture

of Central Tokyo
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Heritage and Nature
> of Western Tokyo
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Asakusa Station
ZER

Keio Line: Shinjuku Station
RER FBER

i Approx. 3 min walk £E5493%
Sensoji Temple $
| e
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Early-morning visits are quieter, offering
:amore peaceful temple experience.
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x‘ Approx. 5 min walk #5452

< Water Bus: Asakusa )
KEARZEDNE

. Take a water bus down the Sumida

River and enjoy the views!
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~&@h  Approx. 1 hr by water bus 2k £/ 2T4605

. Take a photo with the city and sea behind!
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* Approx. 5 min walk tE5495%

Yurikamome: Daiba Station
DHr b BHR

+ Transfer to JR at Shimbashi Station
+ HBERTIRICENRZ

Q Approx. 20 min by train EE 205

JR: Hamamatsucho Station
JREMBTER

k Approx. 20 min walk #5205

E Zojoji Temple

B EF

If you have time, don't miss Tokyo Tower.
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R Approx. 7 min walk fE547%

Toei Asakusa Line: Daimon Station
FEEER APIR

E Approx. 3 min by train L T35

Toei Asakusa Line: Higashi-ginza Station
PEZER RBER

Short walk %3
IE‘ GINZA KABUKIZA @
RERE
Even on non-performance days, the
: Kabukiza Gallery is well worth a visit.

| NRAMEV B O TR 5 —E R
o Lo3!

E Approx. 20 min by train 8E T#205

Keio Line: Chofu Station
RER ABR

R Approx. 15 min by bus /S2T#15%
j Approx. 5-8 min walk #E5495~8%

Jindaiji Temple $

Take your time exploring the temple
+ grounds, then enjoy a traditional soba
. lunch nearby. 5
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JR: Mitaka Station
JR ZER
E Approx. 7 min by train EETKH7H
JR: Musashi-Koganei Station
JR KEN2H#R
Edo-Tokyo Open Air 4}
Architectural Museum
IPRZEITHOB

. Stroll through streets lined with old
. buildings, as if stepping into a movie scene.
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5 Dy s
JR: Musashi-Koganei Station
JR REN2H#R
Q Approx. 10 min by train EET105
JR: Kichijoji Station
JR EHFR
j\ Approx. 8 min walk #5485
Inokashira Park ”
HoBALBLE R
. Relax with a walk around a pond, and

meet adorable animals at Inokashira
: Park Zoo.
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Useful Websites for Tokyo Sightseeing
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The Official Tokyo Travel Guide “GO TOKYO"
RROBAAXY A + [GO TOKYO)

“GO TOKYO" Edo History & Culture
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Digital Brochures “TOKYO Brochures”
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Guide to Tokyo's Nightlife “Tokyo Night Story”
RRDFA 24 LBKDHA F [Tokyo Night Story]

Search Page for Restaurants
with Multilingual Menus “EAT TOKYO"
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“GO TOKYO" Useful Disaster
& Emergency Information
[GO TOKYO] K& - RREB IR SEH YB3

Everywhere in central Tokyo, we can see the remnants of meticulous urban
planning from the Edo period, which once used water drawn from rivers. One
example is the famous cherry blossom viewing spot, Chidorigafuchi Moat. Hop
aboard a boat and be awed by the sheer scale of Edo Castle’s stone walls and
moat. Elsewhere, enjoy a unique blend of history and modernity aboard a
“yakatabune” houseboat or water bus on the Sumida River, a vital artery of
shipping and transportation since the time of Edo.
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Discover the charms
of the Tokyo Islands
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Tokyo is also home to the beautiful natural
landscapes of the Izu and Ogasawara
Islands. During the Edo period, the Izu Islands were regarded
as important territories directly governed by the shogunate and
were also known as places of exile. Blessed with a mild climate,
the islands have long been sustained by fishing and salt
production. Over time, unique customs and traditional crafts
developed, giving each island its own distinctive culture rooted
in harmony with nature.
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The Five Main Roads of Edo were the major routes that extended from
Edo to regions across Japan: the Tokaido, Nakasendo, Koshu-dochu
(Koshu-kaido), Nikko-dochu (Nikko-kaido), and Oshu-dochu (Oshu-kaido). Towns developed along
these roads as places for travelers to rest or stay, and eventually flourished as hubs of both transpor-
tation and culture. Even today, traces of these roads and post towns remain throughout Tokyo.
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