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How to Pray at a Shrine

. First gently toss a coin into the offering

box and then ring the chimes.

. Bow deeply two times.

. Clap twice, and on the second clap keep

your hands together in front of your breast
and pray.

Finally return your hands to your side and
bow deeply one more time. After praying

you may want to get the special seal stamp
from the shrine.
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How to Cleanse at the Chozuya

. Rinse your left hand with water from the
ladle held in your right hand.

.

. Switch the ladle to your left hand and rinse
your right hand.

Return the ladle to your right hand, rinse
out your mouth using water from your left
hand (spit into the drain below), and wash
your left hand once more.

Finally, hold the ladle upright to run the
water down and rinse the handle before
returning it to its original position.

% The “Chozuya” (water trough on the shrine grounds) is for shrine visitors to cleanse and purify themselves.
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Koenji Hik
the station in Koenji, an @
famous for its Awa-Odori summer
festival and a plethora of

dhand clothing shops. This
playful and

awa Shrine is right near
rea

secon
shrine is famous for its
| seal stamp as well as for

colorfu
ho Shrine” in

having the only “Kis
Japan, a shrine dedicated to

weather. Furthermore, its
» portable shrine that is 2

“mikoshi
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period (1920° s) has I.

been restored in
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About 10 minutes or so on

foot from Koenji Station
small

brings you to this
able red

shrine, with its notice
torii gate.
The well maintained grounds
give visitors @ refreshing
feeling. A lot of wonderful
souvenirs are available here
such as its shrine seal stamp
booklet, designed with the
scene of a myth, and their
«omikuji” fortunes with a
drooping cherry tree motif.
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This shrine has a history of
guarding the surrounding

residential area for over 900 years.
After passing through its torii gate,
you will be greeted by stone

dogs embracing their

guardian lion-
re sight among

young, a Very ra
these shrine statues.

Within the shrine grounds is also

Kiyohime Inari Shrine that is said
to enshrine the God of Financial
Management, and a2 minute-walk
outside the grounds brings you to
Tanaka Inari Shrine, an affiliated
shrine that supposedly enshrines
the God of Wealth.
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social media. The shine’” s

1y decorated stage for
mances such as
Ily closed besides

More details
5

beautifu
traditional perfor

Noh theater (usua
on such occasions)
was also used for a
music video shoot 2
by the world-famous pEs
band, “Baby

Metal” .
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ne loved by the people in the
the enshrined deity is
o Mikoto, the God of

A shri
local area,
also Susano n

the Sea, and the shrine is named

after Suga Shrine in Izumo, which

the same deity. Narimune
cen

enshrines
Suga Shrine is said to have b

built in the year 941, but the

ated documents were

associ
annot be

destroyed in a fire so it ¢

confirmed. Right next to the shrine

is Narimune Goshoku Benzaiten

Shrine, with relics such as remains

of an irrigation channel that

display some history of the area.
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Mabashi Inari Shrine is known as &
spot said to be flowing with
mystical energy. There are various
legends, such as if you make a
wish while touching the “shoryu”
rising dragon on the stone tori gate, RS, A=
the dragon will grant your wish. It
is also said that if you clgp under f:)gf:j’;jﬁ@m% £V ASHICENE SR Y
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This shrine is in a shopping n —AE
~ e 5By

area. In the past it was known ;C L @B b s

\ 4

for “The God of Teeth” and % tg 7%” % won P oD VJ?

legends have been passed down 3 o ?C W f)\ ;C\ % % zi

about the shrine’ s power to ;g + g P 7%: F °

heal toothaches. There is alot to i SR ‘(“D\ 5 5 ? g

see within the grounds, such as ) g < ;{ g i &

the characteristic white hall of Jg E;E g KT E 3

worship and cute statues of cats. n ‘Z 8 i T % §51
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Hakusan Shrine also
563kg “mikoshi”

portable shrine and
the second largest
taiko drum in

Tokyo.
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Nishi-Takaido Shoan Inari
Shrine emerges along
Ttsukaichikaido Road after
passing through a retro and

fashionable shopping street
located about 15 minutes south

of Nishi-Ogikubo Station.
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Hachiman Shrine’ s ston¢

ntrances stand directly
uginami Animation
£ Omeikaido Road.
history since its

Ogikubo

torii gate €
across from the S
Museum and off 0
The shrine has a long
establishment in the year 889.

reat East Japan

As a result of the G
Earthquake in March 2011 one of the
tori gates collapsed, but it was rebuilt
only half a year later, made possible

by donations from shrine parishioners.
As a result of the renovations of the
collapsed tori gate and stairs, benches
were added to the compound, and a
pedestal for the tori gate was made
into a stone “haraimon” , 2@ hole
passed through to ward
off evil and beckon []35
good luck. The ideas :
of the chief priest are
scattered about the

shrine.
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