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The Asahi Shimbun Arts & Culture
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Voices from Japanese Art of
the Pastand Present

Timeless Conversations 2020:
Voices from Japanese Art of the Past and Present
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This exhibition unites works by contemporary artists working at the forefront of art, photography, design, and
architecture with masterpieces of classic Japanese art before the Edo period. Along with pieces by legendary
figures such as Enku, OGATA Kenzan, SOGA Shohaku, SENGAI Gibon, KATSUSHIKA Hokusai, and
outstanding examples of flower-and-bird paintings, swords and Buddhist statuary, the exhibition presents works
by eight important contemporary Japanese artists: KAWAUCHI Rinko, KONOIKE Tomoko, SHIRIAGARI
Kotobuki, SUGA Kishio, TANADA Koji, TANE Tsuyoshi, MINAGAWA Akira, and YOKOO Tadanori, in eight
separate exhibition halls; each combination will be displayed in an independent space. This integrated approach
promises to shed light on the quality and aesthetics common to Japanese art.
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Passing on Cultural Heritage
Buddhist Murals and Sculptures of Horyuji

HRBE - R T L OBEEMEORLEAL, ERBEORERETS LB (L,
B EZ1300FERTORBEFR CHONIBEEHLH ) E L1, HFLBKEOBBLS b
BELCOBME(L. BEMD ROBI24E(1949) DRKICLDRENFEBLTLENEL
7oA BERRTICHRO N EE O A H I REMAEENESN TV EENTT, $THZO
BREIDHNVEIBENTEET, 2020413, EEFLEOKKEE oA FIC, 19504
[CXL AR EED I L CHO D70 E L L 2EEDETT, RET(E EEFSEBEBEO
BNAEEC BERICHBHRINAZBECER, 2 LCARTREKORSHEEO—DT
HLEE -BEESLLELEPHIVDOEILEEBRLET.. FEFLEOEOHREERK
LTne<e b, bz RELBEAT LR EZRATVEET,

The Main Hall of Horyuji Temple, the oldest wooden building in the world, was previously home to magnificent
murals from the Asuka period, dating back approximately 1,300 years. However, a fire damaged or destroyed
most of these murals in 1949. This disaster prompted the enactment of the Law for the Protection of Cultural
Properties, with the year 2020 marking its 70th anniversary. This special exhibition features high-quality painted
reproductions of the murals from before the fire, as well as facsimiles produced after 1949 to replace the
originals. The Kudara Kannon, a bodhisattva sculpture designated as a National Treasure that was previously
displayed in the Main Hall, will also be exhibited in Tokyo for the first time in 23 years. By bringing these exquisite
works together, this special exhibition will evoke the sacred atmosphere of Horyuiji’s primary hall of worship.
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Special Exhibition WASHOKU
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WASHOKU:Nature and Culture in Japanese Cuisine
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Washoku, traditional Japanese cuisine, is drawing keen attention around the world and was added to
UNESCO'’ s intangible cultural heritage list in 2013. This exhibition will examine the attractions of Washoku from
diverse perspectives, including the wide-ranging ingredients provided by the Japanese archipelago, the human
wisdom and ingenuity and that produced the fermented foods and other culinary techniques and preparations,

and the historical transformations of Japanese food through the present day. Scientific explanations will be
provided through the display of samples and other materials, and elucidated by 4K, digital art and other video images.
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Nature and Culture in Japanese Cuisine — More Delicious with More Knowledge —
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KIMONO: Fashioning Identities KIMONQ ychioning

Identities
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The kimono is one of Japan’s most iconic symbols, its colors and designs exemplifying Japanese cultural
sensibilities and aesthetics. Lesser known, however, is that, the kimono originated as an undergarment. The
predecessor to today’s kimono is a robe called the kosode (literally, “small sleeve openings”). The kosode first
came into its own as an outer robe in medieval Japan during the Muromachi period (1392-1573). It was
decorated accordingly with lavish dyed, embroidered, and gold or silver patterns. This exhibition traces the
kimono from its inception some eight hundred years ago to its role today as a symbol of Japanese culture with
increasing sway on the contemporary fashion scene. Featuring some of the finest extant textiles, paintings, prints
and other artworks drawn from collections in Japan and around the world, KIMONO: Fashioning Identities promises to
be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to consider the past, present, and future of this quintessential Japanese garment.
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Timeless Conversations 2020 Voices from Japanese Art of the Past and Present
Period : March 11,2020- June 1, 2020
Venue : Special Exhibition Gallery 2E, The National Art Center, Tokyo
Hours :10:00-18:00 *10:00-20:00 on Fridays and Saturdays, 10:00-22:00 on May 30
*Last admission 30 minutes before closing.
Closed : Tuesdays *Open on May 5 and closed on May 7
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Passing on Cultural Heritage: Buddhist Murals and Sculptures of Horyuji

Period : March 13,2020— May 10, 2020 *First half: March 13—April 12; second half: April 14—May 10

Venue : Tokyo National Museum (Ueno Park)

Hours :9:30—17:00 *Open until 21:00 on Fridays and Saturdays *Last admission 30 minutes before closing time.

Closed : Mondays *Open on March 30 and May 4
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WASHOKU :Nature and Culture in Japanese Cuisine

Period : March 14,2020—June 14,2020

Venue : National Museum of Nature and Science (Tokyo,Ueno Park)

Hours :9:00—17:00 *9:00-20:00 on Fridays and Saturdays, April 26, 29, May 3-5 *9:00-18:00 on April 27, 28, 30, May 6
*Last admission 30 minutes before closing.

Closed : Mondays, May 7,19 *Open on March 30, April 27, May 4,18, June 8
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KIMONO: Fashioning Identities

Period : April 14—June 7, 2020 *First half: April 14—May 10; second half: May 12—June 7

Venue : Heiseikan, Tokyo National Museum(Ueno Park)

Hours :9:30—17:00 *Open until 21:00 on Fridays and Saturdays *Last admission 30 minutes before closing time
Closed : Mondays *Open on May 4
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